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Our data suggest that the majority of the PAHS, nicotine, cotinine and tobacco-specific
nitrosamines that are released during smoking in homes and public places deposit on room
surfaces. These data give an estimate of the potential for accumulation of carcinogens in
thirdhand cigarette smoke. Exposure to PAHs and tobacco-specific nitrosamines, through dermal
absorption and inhalation of contaminated dust, may contribute to smoking-attributable
morbidity and mortality.
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